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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P E N N S Y L V A N I A

Celebrating the Graduates in the Following Degree 
Programs:

Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences

Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Fine Arts 

Global Master of Public Administration
 
International Master of Public Administration 

Master of Applied Positive Psychology 

Master of Behavioral and Decision Sciences 

Master of Chemical Sciences 

Master of Environmental Studies 

Master of Liberal Arts 

Master of Philosophy in Liberal Arts 

Master of Science in Applied Geosciences 

Master of Science in Organizational Dynamics

Master of Philosophy in Organizational Dynamics

Program
Welcome

Nora E. Lewis
Vice Dean, College of Liberal and Professional Studies, School of Arts and Sciences

Greetings to LPS Graduates
Steven J. Fluharty, PhD
Dean and Thomas S. Gates, Jr. Professor of Psychology, Pharmacology, and 
Neuroscience, School of Arts and Sciences

Guest Speaker
Michael Weisberg, PhD
Interim Director, Perry World House
Bess W. Heyman President’s Distinguished Professor and Chair of Philosophy, 
University of Pennsylvania

Distinguished Teaching Awards
 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES AWARD  
FOR DISTINGUISHED TEACHING IN UNDERGRADUATE AND 
POST-BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMS

Virginia Millar 
Lecturer, Penn LPS Online Certificate in Applied Positive Psychology

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES AWARD FOR 
DISTINGUISHED TEACHING IN PROFESSIONAL GRADUATE PROGRAMS

Sarah Willig, PhD 
Advisor and Lecturer, Master of Environmental Studies
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Student Awards
 
Undergraduate Student Awards

ASSOCIATION OF ALUMNAE CONTINUING EDUCATION AWARD
Fernanda Correia De Oliveira, Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences, May 2024 

 
2024 DEAN’S SCHOLAR FOR UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
Joe Daniel Barreto, Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences, December 2023
 
RONALD J. CARIDI AWARD 
Trevor Bradley Beauchamp, Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences, May 2024 

 
LINDA BOWEN SANTORO AWARD
Rafael Enrique Álvarez Febo, Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences, May 2024 

 
THE LPS AWARD FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT  
IN THE NATURAL SCIENCES
Erin Faye McClain, Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences, May 2024

LPS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Kristina L. Clark, Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences, August 2024

Graduate Student Awards
 
2024 DEAN’S SCHOLAR FOR PROFESSIONAL MASTER’S PROGRAMS
Abigail Paige Blyler, Master of Applied Positive Psychology, August 2024 

 
MASTER OF CHEMICAL SCIENCES CAPSTONE AWARD
Wenqi Li, Master of Chemical Sciences, May 2024
Yaning Liu, Master of Chemical Sciences, May 2024
Tianhongyi Zhao, Master of Chemical Sciences, May 2024
 
MASTER OF CHEMICAL SCIENCES LEADERSHIP AWARD
Sai Sanjiv Nehete, Master of Chemical Sciences, May 2024
 
EES AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Bo Thomas Nash, Master of Environmental Studies, May 2024 
 
EES AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN APPLIED GEOSCIENCES
Likhwa Sifiso Ndlovu, Master of Science in Applied Geosciences, December 2023

FREDERICK N. SCATENA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH
Marin Sklan, Master of Environmental Studies, May 2024

THE PRESIDENT AND PROVOST’S HONOR FOR DEVELOPING NEW 
INITIATIVES IN GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL STUDENT LIFE 
Kaixi Alex Yang, International Master of Public Administration, December 2023 

 

PAUL J. KORSHIN AWARD FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Anne Yihan Huang, Master of Science in Organizational Dynamics, August 2024 

 
FACULTY AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN THE 
ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS PROGRAM
Erica June Hildenbrand, Master of Science in Organizational Dynamics, August 2024

LOIS GINSBERG PRIZE FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
Cydney (Yiduo) Chai, Master of Science in Organizational Dynamics, May 2024
 
CHRISTOPHER PETERSON MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP AWARD  
Alla Klymenko, Master of Applied Positive Psychology, August 2024
Mariam Vahradyan, Master of Applied Positive Psychology, August 2024

BEI SHAN TANG SCHOLARSHIP
Wai Man Lai, Master of Applied Positive Psychology, August 2024
 
PAN-ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY HOUSE (PAACH) LEADERSHIP & 
ADVOCACY AWARD
Kaixi Alex Yang, International Master of Public Administration, December 2023
 
LPSGOV COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD 
Emily Anne Rego, Master of Environmental Studies, May 2024
 
LPSGOV EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP AWARD
Saumya Seth, Master of Behavioral and Decision Sciences, May 2024
Nathan (Hao) Wu, Master of Science in Organizational Dynamics, December 2023
 
LPSGOV RESILIENCE AWARD  
Leneice Lavon Rice, Master of Applied Positive Psychology, August 2024

Recognition of LPS Student Government Executive Officers

Cydney (Yiduo) Chai, Co-President (Master of Science in Organizational Dynamics) 
Pheonyx Renee Shalom, Co-President (Master of Behavioral and Decision Sciences) 
August Graf von Waldburg, Vice President of Finance (Master of Liberal Arts)

 
Presentation of Graduates

 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 
BACHELOR OF APPLIED ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Kathy Urban, Director of Undergraduate Programs, College of Liberal  
and Professional Studies
 

P E N N  L P S  G R A D U A T I O N   •   M A Y  1 8 ,  2 0 2 4



U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P E N N S Y L V A N I A

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Jill A. Rupinski, Chair of Fine Arts Department, Pennsylvania Academy of the 
Fine Arts

GLOBAL MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND 
INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Charlotte R. Ren, PhD, Faculty Director, International Master of Public 
Administration; Robert A. Fox Leadership International Faculty Director and 
Professor of Practice in Strategy and Innovation at Partnership for Innovation, 
Cross-Sector Collaboration, Leadership, and Organization

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS AND 
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN LIBERAL ARTS
Christopher Pastore, PhD, Associate Director of Programs in the Humanities and 
Social Sciences, College of Liberal and Professional Studies

MASTER OF CHEMICAL SCIENCES
Tina Ross, PhD, Associate Director, Master of Chemical Sciences Program

MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Yvette Bordeaux, PhD, Director, Professional Masters Programs in 
Earth and Environmental Science 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED GEOSCIENCES
Yvette Bordeaux, PhD, Director, Professional Masters Programs in 
Earth and Environmental Science

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS AND 
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS
Amy Ware, PhD, Director, Organizational Dynamics 

MASTER OF BEHAVIORAL AND DECISION SCIENCES
Carter Timon, Associate Director, Master of Behavioral and Decision Sciences

MASTER OF APPLIED POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY
Martin E.P. Seligman, PhD, Zellerbach Family Professor of Psychology; Director, 
Positive Psychology Center 
James O. Pawelski, PhD, Professor of Practice and Director of Education, 
Positive Psychology Center

Closing Remarks

Guest Speaker
 
Michael Weisberg, PhD
Interim Director, Perry World House
Bess W. Heyman President’s Distinguished Professor and Chair of Philosophy, 
University of Pennsylvania
 
Michael Weisberg is interim director of Perry World House, as well as Bess W. 
Heyman President’s Professor and Chair of Philosophy at the University of 
Pennsylvania. A renowned philosopher of science and senior negotiator at United 
Nations Climate Conferences, he is editor-in-chief of Biology and Philosophy, 
director of the Penn Laboratory for Understanding Science, and director of the 
Galápagos Education and Research Alliance. He is the author of Simulation and 
Similarity: Using Models to Understand the World and co-author of the landmark 
photographic study Galápagos: Life in Motion. Professor Weisberg also serves 
as senior adviser to the Maldivian Minister of Environment and advisor to the 
Maldivian Ambassador to the United Nations. He received a PhD and MA in 
Philosophy from Stanford University and a BS in Chemistry and BA in Philosophy 
with Highest Distinction from the University of California at San Diego.
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS
Anthony Louis Banks

August 2023  Graduates

BACHELOR OF APPLIED ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Joe Daniel Barreto
Trevor Bradley Beauchamp
Bailey Elizabeth Christopher Lewis
Drew Michael Dimas
Angela Ekaputri Espehana
Aleah Estevez
Erica Evans Gioffre
Suzanne R. Gwilliam
Darlene Annette Jackson
Rebecca Knight
Andy Lan
Mumu Li
Nicholas Mark Partridge
Kathleen Marie Probe
Marco Riesgo Almonacid
Christina Marie Solomita
Stefan Stojanovic                            
            
BACHELOR OF ARTS
Christian Ann-Marie Cross

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Jane Elizabeth Bond
Ava Margariute Haitz
Liza Samuel
Clay Tenhula

GLOBAL MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION                           
Scarlett Lin
Yujia Qi
Xingzheng Zhao

INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Xiaoye Chen
Xinyi Chen
Yiran Chen
Beiting Cheng
Ruicong Chu
Yanbing Gao
Caixuan Jin
Yangjia Li
Jiaxin Lyu
Tianchun Ni
Anqi Pan
Yumeng Qiao
Xiaosheng Song
Chumeng Sun
Jiawei Sun
Yingjian Tang
Zhihan Wang
Jianlin Wu
Kaixi Alex Yang
Xiaoya Yu
Ruoxi Yuan
Xin Zan
Wanyue Zhang
Zizhuo Zhang
Zixuan Zhao
Yuxuan Zhu
  
MASTER OF BEHAVIORAL 
AND DECISION SCIENCES
Anushka Asit Bhansali
Haotian Cai
Grace Angela Chen
Jingrong Huang
Yawen Jiang
Krishleen Kaur Kohli

December 2023  Graduates

Marguerite Hélene Kotzé
Muyao Li
Siye Li
Yufei Meng
Samantha Mohn
Trisha Dhiren Nagpal
Vartika Parasramka
Wanyi Sang
Mia Sharda Shelton
Palashi Singhal
Watthana Southivong
Yingqiao Su
Xuefei Tan
Yilan Tan
Leyouyou Tang
William Chase Zenger
Shuchen Zhang                          

MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES
Brooke Nicole Gest
Tanvi Gs
Kathleen Lauren Haas
Grace Ellen Hassler
Desiree Izecksohn
Christie Shu Jiang
Derek Taylor Jones
Haley Emma Kearns
Amanda Kollmeier
Hannah Locke
Emily Garretson Maroni
Warren Jabulani Vusumuzi Ndlovu
Yilan Shen
Xujin Wang
Yuxuan Zhou

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS
Connor Hilbrich Davis
Jennifer Lynn Fisher
George Thomas Hamilton
Jiahao Huang
Caryn Miller
Warren Randall Power
Michelle Lynn Presbury
Xiaoyang Ren
Christiaan Laurens Marie van Ravels
Benjamin Daniel Wanjura
Xiaoqi Zhang
Lingyi Zhang

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS                   
Akanksha Khanna                    

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED 
GEOSCIENCES
Likhwa Sifiso Ndlovu                            

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS
JoAnna Irene Cassidy
Ralph Bell D’Iorio III
Megan Marie Jarrell
Nan Li
Pu Lou
Yang (Christine) Ni
Hao Wu
Manlin Xie
Jordan Leigh Yanoshik
Jiatai Zhao
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BACHELOR OF APPLIED ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Rafael Enrique Álvarez Febo
Anna Nicole Atwell
Nathan S. Bloom
Emma Boltz
Janae Seraiah Boone
Melissa D. Brown
Kimberly Ann Chambers
Jin Cheevaprawatdomrong
Shane Cannon Coolbaugh
Fernanda Correia De Oliveira
Kevin Wilson David
Evelyn H. DeSantana
Molly Mae Dunn
Camille Marcelle Durocher
Giselle Ebuh
Ernesto Maldonado Encarnacion
Taelor La Venia
Yufei Han
Donald Howard Harmuth
Ryan Mingu Jang
Corinne Kete
Wade Alexander Kirkpatrick IV
Alexander Fox Koehler
Collen David Larson
Quentin Alonzo Marrow
Stone Mays
Madison Ann Mazzulo
Erin Faye McClain
Riley Grace McDonnell
Xinjing Meng
Caroline Milstead
Daniel S. Nash
Anderson Elliott Oerth
Dash Oilman-Williams
Eve Cherita Ouangrawa
Marcus A. Pender Sr.
Rolando Pineda
Maria L. Prociuk
Alice Louise Russell
Thomas Andrew Sams
Sarah Catherine Shaw
Chi Leong Si
April Autumn Sultana

Elizabeth Sullivan Tomkins
Aja R. Trask
Oak Troise
Eden Um
Max Ronald Willett
Vivian Wu
Jessica Renee Yoo

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Elysia Shae Baskins
Michael Heath

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS 
Anna Jean Hoppel
Alexia Yetta Kline
Nicole Catherine Meyer
Laura Sallade Black
Abigail Villaquirán Ávila

INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Haoyue Bai
Luyu Chen
Muyang Chen
Siyu Chen
Wenjian Chen
Xiangan Chen
Yihe Chen
Yizhi Chen
Runzhi Dai
Qingwen Deng
Hezhang Deng
Haozhe Ding
Yiyuan Ding
Yuxuan Du
Buyuan Fan
Suhui Gan
Chaoqun Gao
Yang Gu
Yaoyao Guo
Mengmeng Han
Yi Chieh Hsu
Jiamin Hu
Zifei Hu
Ruochen Huang

May 2024 Graduates
Zisheng Huang
Cheng Jin
Meixing Jin
Wenqi Jin
Enyi Li
Jiale Li
Jiaxin Li
Zonghan Li
Siqi Liang
Zhijun Lin
Chang Liu
Hongzheng Liu
Yifei Liu
Yizhi Liu
Yingxuan Lyu
Jiacheng Ni
Jiaxin Ni
Shihan Qi
Yue Qiu
Bangtao Rao
Jiayan Shen
Jiachen Song
Haoran Tang
Weixiao Tang
Jiyang Wan
Chang Wang
Heyang Wang
Jingyi Wang
Linming Wang
Qi Wang
Xiyuan Wang
Ziyi Wang
Yixuan Wei
Ziyi Wei
Wanlinqing Wu
Jie Xiong
Chongyang Xu
Han Xu 
Hanyang Xu
Shiman Xu
Yuanchen Xu
Yue Xue
Tianci Yang
Xintong Yang
Zijie Yao
Qixuan Yu
Shouxin Yuan
Tian Yi Zeng
Shengran Zhang

Yiqiao Zhao
Yuhan Zheng
Meiling Zhong
Yuxuan Zhong
Jinyu Zhou
Yimin Zhou
Yue Zhou
Yuxuan Zhou
Zixuan Zhou
Keyi Zhu
Qimeng Zhu
Xinmiao Zhu                 

MASTER OF BEHAVIORAL AND 
DECISION SCIENCES
Ifechi Nkemnede Akaniru
Elizabeth M. Andrew
Yang Bei
Lilla McNeil Corse Butterworth
Diego Zuma Cadena-Carrisalez
Jose Antonio Carreras Tartak
Pengjun Cheng
Samuel Christoper
Tarlan Samimi Daryoush
Roberta Flores Legorreta
Julia Katherine Ford
Antonio Grumser
Ritika Khosla
Avery Beckett Kirschbaum
Rikki Kong
David Langner
Zixuan Lao
Xianqi Ma
Ileana Katherina Manzanilla Africano
Jerod Raymond Nelsen
Maja Nieweglowska
Andrés Oliveros González
Ana Victoria Pimienta Ibarra
Clayton Taylor Platt Jr.
Ignacio Xavier Rosales Romo Leroux
Saumya Seth
Pheonyx Renee Shalom
Brooke Morgan Spencer
Ezra Baruch Troy
Blake Joshua Velick
Rob Ventre
Ruijia Wang
Liqi Xu
Yujin Yang
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Taojing Yuan
Laura Ayres Zaneski
Shuqi Zhang
Xinyi Zhao
Yulin Zou

MASTER OF CHEMICAL SCIENCES
Qingsheng Dai
Jia Deng
Yaxin Fan
Shuyao Geng
Yiliu Hu
Kevin Alexander Lee
Jiaqi Li
Taining Li
Wenqi Li
Yaning Liu
Sai Sanjiv Nehete
Neelavro Pal
Hongzheng Qu
Hriday Manish Shah
Jikun Wang
Dongsheng Yang
Tianhongyi Zhao

MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES
Yuhao Chen
Riya Choudhury
Vanessa Christabel
Nathaniel Chaim Edelheit-Rice
Molly Elizabeth Flanagan
Michael Anthony Hopkins
Nourhan Sabri Ibrahim
Maxie Marie Johnson
Claire Lumiere Kim
Ritika Kumbharkar
Gabrielle Lent
Clover Liu
Fanwei Liu
Chenxi Mao
Ivy Jane McElroy
Mary Elizabeth Melcher
Phoebe Fisher Murray
Benjamin Tiger Lewis Myers
Bo Thomas Nash
Annisa Nurantono
Antonia Offen
Marissa Marguerite O’Neill

Ankita Pramod Patil
Declan Michael Pattermann
Anindita Rajesh
Emily Anne Rego
Athena Maria Sarghos
Hannah Mariel Schwalberg
Abigail M. Singer
Marin Sklan
Tara M. Spears
Jacob Marin Stanger
Aubrey Marie Tews
Margaret Lambert Tolkach
Alisha Marie Ramirez
Hannah Claire Winn
Chunran Yang
Claudia Long Yee Yu
Hang Zhao
Lingzi Zheng

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS
Olivia Campisano
Tianshu Chu
Ritika Debnath
Penelope Claire Fossa
Emma Catherine Haw
Tyler John Kitchenman
Qingchen Li
Ze Ren Li
Sijia Liu
Annette Mary McCarthy
Mark Joseph Sheme
Ruth Show En Tan
Christiaan Laurens Marie van Ravels
Beilin Wang
Guanzheng Wu
Yuting Ye
Samuel Scott Yoder VMD
Jinbo Yuan
Yuxuan Zhou
   
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
LIBERAL ARTS
Sterling Wilson

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED
GEOSCIENCES
Edward Winchester Martin
Jennifer Ann Schoenstein
Karl Ziegler

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS
Amber L. Abercrombie
Carolyn Marie Amaradio
Yiduo Chai
Kexin Cheng
Jordan Evan Cooper
Alexander Kyle Darling
Yiwei He
Yingnan Jia
Kaitlin E. Johnstone
Chujun Qiu

Anna Lesa Russo
Vinita R. Saggurti
Jiarong Wang
Siqi Wang
Alketa Katie Xhori
Qidi Zhang
Yiran Zhao
Runsheng Zhu

BACHELOR OF APPLIED ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Shaneeta Pamela Bagley
Deborah Bennett
Kevin Black
Cydney Paige Bronstein
Kimberley D. Byrd
Kristina L. Clark
Ayah Gouda
Zachary Harner
Zihao He
Naoko Ishibashi
Jordan Kirkpatrick
Amy Yi Li
Neil Amani Mendoza
Thomas Andrew Sams
Karl M. Wellman Jr.
Gavin Dean Winchell
                    
BACHELOR OF ARTS
Noshavyah Y. Benyehudah
Jason R. Watkins

MASTER OF APPLIED POSITIVE 
PSYCHOLOGY
Noah Henri Adams
Christopher Antonio

David Uri Berez
Abigail Paige Blyler
Jacquesline Christine Antoinette Bolaji
Diego Burger Araujo Santos
Patricia Adelfa Cantú
Marni Carlyle
Daniela Cepeda
Vishwas Bharti Choksi 
Virginia Kiefer Corrigan
Shea Marie Diamond
Antonio Jazeer Dill-Word
Briana Lindsay Donaldson
Sahar Emambakhsh
Kirsten Majic Fear
Kirk Flatow
Jason Godley
Niels Joseph Gott
William Harry Groner
Harry David Hofer
Joshua Wayne Howard
Roger William Irwin
Alla Klymenko
Corinne Richele Kneis
Wai Man Lai
Sonya Renee Looney
Danielle Nicole Lybrand

August 2024 Graduates
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Juad Alejandra Bonnet Masters
Ashley Michael
Jeffrey Miller
Lyndsey Jeanne Nindl
Elizabeth Ann O’Neil Meurehg
Jacqueline Kaye Pelletier
Molly Maxine Peterson
Praveen Powun Anbazhagan
Leneice Lavon Rice
Justin Rindos
Kezya Costa Castellano
Carla Camille Herreria Russo 
Ilene Haley Brenner Schaffer
Ava Shahi
Pavan Singh
Patti Stephen
Stephany Rebecca Tousignant
Gaia Uman Borrero
Mariam Vahradyan
Pui Man Anna Wong
Solat Iqbal Zaidi
Kenneth Zhou

MASTER OF BEHAVIORAL 
AND DECISION SCIENCES
Liran Feng
Braden Isaac Kelner
Grace Ruijia Li

MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Mary Elizabeth Fuchs
Eden Liat Harris
Emma Rose Koropp
Kathryn M. McCluskey
Michael John Muldoon
Ashley J. Oelsen
Shanze Qi
Rachan Sailamai
Jingyi Zhang

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS
Yee Fei Chen
August Graf von Waldburg
Jamie Lee Marandola
Chun Hing Wong
Boyuan Xiao

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS                   
Lixian Xie 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED 
GEOSCIENCES
Reva Lee Alderman

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ORGANIZATIONAL DYNAMICS
Xiangyu Chen
Amelia Han
Marchelina Cindy Kumala Hayati
Erica June Hildenbrand
Anne Yihan Huang
Michael Raymond Ketner
Josephine Elizabeth Lewis
Laurie Ellen McCaffrey
Melaiya Overton
Linda L. Pang
Alima A. Redding
Aparajitha Reger-Flores
Andrea Michele Rycroft
Yan Shu
Ruoyu Xin
Fei Yang

The College of Liberal and Professional Studies
The University of Pennsylvania’s founder, Benjamin Franklin, knew the 
importance of education. At the age of 10, in 1716, his formal education ended 
when his father took him out of school to become a chandler’s apprentice, 
learning to make soap and candles. Young Ben disliked the work and eventually 
was apprenticed as a printer to his brother James, who brought a printing press 
from England.  
 
While he learned the printing trade, Franklin borrowed books from the apprentice 
booksellers he came to know in Boston, his hometown. He was known to skip 
meals in order to buy books of his own. He taught himself not only grammar, 
arithmetic, and history, but several foreign languages, which served him well in 
his later years when he represented the fledgling United States government as 
ambassador to France.  
 
The student of today who has had to interrupt, or never had the chance to 
begin, a college education—or who seeks further study in professional master’s 
programs—has the option of earning an Ivy League degree through the University 
of Pennsylvania’s College of Liberal and Professional Studies.  
 
Whatever the level of their studies, our students are intellectually capable adults 
who are fully engaged in their work, and for whom a Penn degree serves two 
fully integrated aims: intellectual and personal enrichment as well as career and 
academic advancement. Our students come to Penn with a sense of purpose and 
urgency and a strong sense of the problems facing the world in the 21st century. 
They bring to Penn a unique combination of intellectual talent, maturity, and a 
broad spectrum of experience. 
 
We like to think that a self-starter like Ben Franklin would be proud of the 
programs offered by his University’s College of Liberal and Professional Studies. 
And we’re quite sure that he would be proud of what each and every new 
graduate here today has achieved.

As final action cannot always be taken by the time this program goes to press, these lists of 
degree and prize recipients are tentative only. The appearance of a name in this program 
should not be construed as an indication that the person has received a degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania. Conversely, the absence of a student’s name herein does not 
necessarily mean that the person has not been awarded a Penn degree. The student’s 
transcript is the official record of the University.
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